
With a worrying escalation of new cases of Covid-19 in the Newry, Mourne and Down area and in particular
in Downpatrick we are obviously continuing to emphasise the importance of following the various routines
in place in the College. It is inevitable that the College will be affected both directly and indirectly with such
a high level of community transmission. Thankfully at present we have not had any positive cases  with
students or staff members and hope we can continue this way for as long as possible. We understand
parental concern about the current  situation and are always available to discuss any queries. We are
working very hard in the College to ensure our students and staff remain 
safe and will continue to do so on a daily basis.

The guidelines published by the Department of Education (DE) and the Public Heath Authority (PHA) set out
the procedures for schools to take and we are sticking very closely to those. As always if you have any
queries please feel free to contact the school office on 02844612115 if you have any concerns or need
clarification on your individual circumstances.

If your child tests positive it is very important that you notify the College immediately so we can
take the necessary precautions within the College. Should your child have to self isolate through a
family contact or through PHA advice please inform the College and we will endeavour to make sure there
is work on Google Classroom that can be accessed and it will allow teachers to keep in contact during this
time. 

We are unsure what further escalations there may be in relation to restrictions imposed by the NI Executive
but we will always try where possible to ensure that we remain open as a College as long as it is safe to do
so. Obviously self isolation and illness  may effect staffing and at times if there is a delay in getting through
to us  on the phone please bear with us and we will try and get back to you as soon as possible.

I would like to thank students , staff and parents for their understanding at this time and reassure you that
we are all working to make sure your child enjoys a safe education with as few disruptions as possible in
very difficult circumstances.
                                                                                                                                         Mr S Taylor - Principal

                                                                     
There is a lockdown or a year group or class  is asked to self isolate - 
This may be as a result of a NI Executive decision or if a decision had to be made to
send a class / year group home due to a positive case in this bubble. 

If this happens students should access work through Google Classroom following their
normal timetable. Teachers will be available at their normal class times to support
learning and answer any questions students may have. There will be a delay in teachers
getting back to students at other times outside of their timetabled class as they will be
teaching other classes at this stage so it is important students stick to their timetabled
classes. Timetables will be sent to all parents in this case also.

An individual student has to self isolate through contact from PHA or a family
contact -

If this happens it is important to pass on to the College that your child is self isolating
and follow the advice of your GP or PHA . School work will be accessible on Google
Classroom and contact can be made with teachers who will support their learning. This
contact will be made during non teaching time for teachers and it may take a little bit of
time for a response.
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The Mathematics Department  is delighted to be using
Dr Frost Maths. 

This exciting website offers students the ability to
complete their homework online. Teachers are able to
monitor student progress and it even tells them how
long students have spent completing their homework! 

Dr Frost enables students to see the correct working
out to questions they have wrongly answered. There is
a  section which allows the students to practise key
skills and video explanations. 

Dr Frost Maths will allow the Mathematics Department
to further develop an online presence and will be a
fundamental part of student learning this year.

Contact us:
Phone: 028 4461 2115 

email: info@blackwateric.downpatrick.ni.sch.uk  
Message: on our Facebook page  

With homework being completed
online through Google Classroom
and students accessing work at times
from home if ill or having to isolate, it
is important that all of our students
have IT access at home. 

We are currently working 1-1 with all
students to check their access and
competency in using Google
Classroom. It is important if students
do not have access that we are made
aware so we can assist if possible.
This will be very important in the
case of perhaps a year group or class
having to self isolate so that all of our
students can access online work.

We have also had people ask for
advice in relation to buying laptops.
We find it hard to make
recommendations on specific
brands. The machines currently used
by students in school are Dell Google
Chromebooks which cost approx
£350.
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Mathematics
After much marshmallow toasting and very s’more ish fundraising
the Science department have welcomed Stan to their team. Year
12 Double Award Science enjoyed assembling him!

Science

Music LSC
Year 10 presented their creative
writing or acrostic poems around the
topic of masks and how people
perceive them.
 
Year 8 worked with Smarties creating
bar charts of the different colours in
their tubes.

IT Access

Year 9 student, Ethan, has
just successfully passed his Grade 5
Trumpet examination. He belongs to
several ensembles outside school and is
an extremely valued member of the
Music Department here at Blackwater. 

We are very proud of his achievements
and wish him every success in the
future!



English - Year 11  
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Year 11 English class recently wrote
on this topic: School uniform is
outdated, uncomfortable and

unnecessary and should be banned.
 

Unsurprisingly, some strong opinions
were presented, as you can read
below, and not all were negative

about uniform.  (Please note that all
students were neatly dressed in
proper uniform while writing!)

School uniform: the only two words that make me
feel physically sick! Don’t even get me started
because if I go into detail about how much I hate
uniform I will be really ill by the time I finish.  The
person who first thought of school uniform should
be locked in a steel coffin and dropped to the
deepest depths of the sea until the metal rusts
away!
 
Darren

Why do we wear uniforms?  
‘To look the same.’  Yes, but then we get told that we
have to stand out!  
‘To look smart’… but how can we if we all look the
same?
‘To look like a team.’ I bet you there is no one who
wants to be on the same team as everyone else!   We
are going to school, not joining the army!
 
Baley

Personally, I don’t mind the uniform:
even if I did there would be no point in
complaining!  But for people who don’t

like uniform, it is a waste of money. 
 And have teachers ever thought that

pupils wearing their own clothes might
even work more and be more

productive?

Kian

Your clothes are a way to express your
individuality.  Uniforms are bland and
not pleasing to the eye.  I know school

isn’t supposed to be about how you look
or dress but I deserve to look decent at
least.  We teenagers don’t get a say in

much but we should have a say in what
we wear.  I have yet to find a single good

quality in uniform.  Boycott uniforms!

Shannon

You’re stuck in a shirt, a jumper and a
blazer that feels like it’s made out of

barbed wire. And on top of that, you’ve
lost your overpriced tie.  What fun!

So what if your shirt isn’t tucked in?  So
what if you’re wearing trainers or a
hoodie?  So what if our jumpers are

tucked in?  It’s eight in the morning when
we are getting dressed, we haven’t had

enough sleep and none of us want to be
in school anyway so we really don’t want

to hear teachers going on about
something we don’t even care about!

Jaye

School uniform is very itchy, and
extremely uncomfortable.  It is heavy
to wear, especially when it is raining
and you have to walk around with a

big wet blazer on.  The school uniform
I wear looks ugly too.  The skirts are
too long and make us look like nuns-
that’s why my friends and I have to

roll over the waistband two or three
times.

Shelly

There is nothing worse than
coming in from the rain and your
blazer weighs about 10 kilograms

and your soggy trousers are
flapping and dripping behind you. 
 Don’t even get me started on the
shoes: they are the worst as they

have no chance to be comfortable
and hurt your feet in every way

they can!

Ethan


