
A lot has happened since our last bulletin in June and it is great to see all
of our students finally returning, even if it is in very different
circumstances to when they left in March. We have been very pleased
with how quickly all students have adapted to the new routines and their
co-operation has been great from day one.

With base rooms being used for Junior School, split breaks and lunches
and different areas for each year group there are many measures in
place to ensure we keep the whole College community as safe as
possible. We are trying hard to ensure that all students get the chance to
adapt back into school life and the pastoral support for all students is
also key.

Like everything else this year, arrangements for afternoon pick-ups have changed and we
invite you to support these plans to ensure the safety of all.
 
Year 8 now leave lessons at 3.00pm, followed by Year 9 at 3.05pm.
Year 10 leave class at 3.08pm and, finally, students in Years 11 and 12 finish classes at
3.10pm.
 
By staggering the finish times, we avoid having too many students in the corridors and foyer
at the same time, enabling distance to be kept between students.
 
We are grateful to all parents who are collecting students to reduce numbers on public
transport.  We ask that you park outside the College grounds to leave space for Translink
buses and EA transport to pick up students safely.

Please also show consideration to our neighbours beside the College: you can do this by
respecting their property and not parking across entrances to houses.  It is also important to
park in a place that does not block the vision of drivers exiting the College or cause a build-up
of traffic near the gates. 

All of these measures are designed to help everyone in the College community to stay as safe
as possible.  We trust that you share our aim and thank you for your cooperation so far.

It has also been great to see our new Year 8 students starting in the College and settling so well. We realise this is
a huge step for them and it is always good to see new friendships develop as they become more settled in their
surroundings. 

We realise there is still uncertainty around when to send your child to school if they are ill and what symptoms
you should be looking out for as there have been many articles around symptoms in children. We are doing our
best at the minute to work within this and keep students in school where it is safe to do so. Please call us if you
have any queries at all or consult the documentation sent via text to all parents last week.
               

                                                             Mr S Taylor, Principal
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AFTERNOON PICK UP AT THE COLLEGE



 Information for Parents

Practical 
Lessons

After school
activitiesCanteen

We understand the need for students to be bringing
some items into school such as lunch, face coverings and
drinks. 

With Years 8,9 and 10 all working in base rooms their
stationery etc can all be left within those classrooms.

Students are permitted to bring a plastic bag or a
drawstring bag that can be wiped clean easily each
evening and if necessary in school. 

At present there are no plans to return to the use of
school bags. The guidance from the Department of
Education still states that there should be as little as
possible being taken home and brought into school .

We will continue to keep this under review like all things
and contact parents should there be any changes.

We are monitoring the return of
practical classes such as Technology,
Home Economics and Music. At
present students are doing some
necessary theory work in each of
these areas.   

Due to the nature of the subjects Art
and PE we have been able to do some
practical lessons. PE has been using
outdoor facilities and we are reducing
shared equipment in these subjects.

We will be working to see how we can
get all subjects back to some form of
normality in the coming weeks and
again will keep in touch with parents
as regards what is possible in each
subject area.

The canteen is open every day for all
students for a hot lunch. We are very
happy that this has been in place since
1st September and students are 
co-operating exceptionally well. 

We have purchased extra tables and
chairs for students to take their lunch
outside where possible and each year
group has a designated time slot to get
lunch.

Menus are available for all students
and anyone receiving Free School
meals will receive a lunch pass that can
be used to get a meal at lunch time. 

Due to the short amount of time at
break the canteen will not be open at
this time and students may wish to
bring a snack for their morning break.

School Hoodie or half zip top
School tracksuit bottoms, school leggings or school shorts
School polo shirt
White sports socks or Blackwater navy / green football socks
We understand that some parents have placed an order for
leggings as Marshalls are out of stock currently. In the
interim could those students who are affected please wear
black or navy leggings.
No other items of clothing or sportswear are permitted to be
worn on PE days. If students do not have regulation kit they
should wear full school uniform.
If you are having issues getting the PE kit please contact us.

As we try to get  physical activity into the curriculum, students
are allowed to wear their PE kits into school on the days they
have PE on their timetable. Students must wear regulation PE kit
on these days and if they do not have this it may be purchased
in Marshalls of Saintfield. 

Any Blackwater PE kit is acceptable and this includes:
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Contact us:
Phone: 028 4461 2115 

email: info@blackwateric.downpatrick.ni.sch.uk  
Message: on our Facebook page  

School bags
PE Kit and 

School Uniform

With transport being a significant issue
for many of our students and
restrictions on students mixing across
year groups we do not currently have
any after school activities planned. 

We will look at this again after the
Halloween break once students are
settled into their new routines .

Google Classroom
Homework will take a new format this
year and work will be completed at
home through Google Classroom. 

The College has invested in over 60
new Google Chromebooks and all
students have been shown how this
will be used for submitting work. We
would encourage you to work with
your child where possible and support
them to complete their work by the
due date.

If any parent has any queries about the
use of Google Classroom or have
issues with IT access at home please
contact us via any of the channels
listed on this page.



Key Stage 4 students may be aware that CCEA and other examination boards are carrying out
consultations about possible reductions in course content and changes to exams, but they should not

worry about this as their teachers will manage any changes when they are confirmed.  

Instead, please encourage your child and reassure them that the work they did last year will put them in
a strong position to succeed in their courses this year.  Home learning can include revision of topics

from last year which may be assessed in this year’s exams.  

Subject teachers will offer advice on the best way to approach learning and parent teacher
consultations will be arranged during the year but any immediate concerns can be communicated to

Form Tutors in the first instance. 
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Your child may have been nervous about
coming back to school almost six months
after last being in the routine of school,

learning, uniform, homework.  You, on the
other hand, may be feeing relieved that your
time as a home-school teacher has come to

an end- for now, at least!

Your child’s teachers are aware of
nervousness about re-establishing routines
and concerns about topics that were missed

or may have been forgotten and have
planned work for this term to address this
while also ensuring a smooth return to the
classroom. Our priority as teachers is the

wellbeing of your child and we will do all we
can to help as we all adapt to the ‘new

normal’.

Yes, there are some obvious differences:
previously, washing hands or wiping down
tables to make sure they are clean might

have been limited to the Home Economics
kitchen or a Science lab, but now these

activities take place more frequently and in
all classrooms.  

Key Stage 3 students may be having a
sense of deja vu as they return to base

rooms with their teachers coming to them,
but these practices are essential and offer

reassurance that safety comes first.

For all students, homework will begin on Google
Classroom in the week beginning Sept 14th.

  
We encourage parents to support students to get into
good routines in a quiet space, where this is possible,

and expect students to organise themselves to do
homework on time and in the order it is to be

submitted.  

Homework should not be a cause of stress but is an
important means of consolidating learning and gaining
practice so teachers can see how well the work done in

class is understood.

Getting back to new school
routines 



Congratulations

We are delighted to announce our Head Girl and Boy and Deputy Head Girl and Boy for the
2020/21 Academic Year.

These decisions are made after voting by both staff and Year 12 students in the College.

Our Prefects are decided in the same way and it is great to see so many mature young people
being recognised by their peers and staff,

We look forward to working with all of those students selected in the coming year and seeing
the fine example they will set to the younger students in the College.

2020/21 Prefects
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Fabian 

Head Boy
Charli 

Head Girl

Holden 
Deputy Head Boy

Amelia 
Deputy Head Girl

Bonnie Reece Shannon Jonathan

SophieRioEmmaBen

JessicaTimothyLily-Anne Peter


